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Application No. _ 



Examiner 



Applicant(s) 



Art Unit 



Period-for Reply^'^"^^ '^^^^ communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondenc address 

i^l^f?'^'^^^^'^ STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE .3. MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION 

■ .r.noeve„,howeve..avarep,vbe,l.e,yn,e<. 

- Failure to rep^ within the s^or extended period for reply will. by'Satute, cau's^ the appliSo ^m^B^^^NED commur„cal,on. 

status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on^^^ 
2a)^ This action is FINAL 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomiai matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims 

4) J^ Claim(s) 1 ^3^ is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) j^ Claim(s) (""j ^ is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

aDAII b)n Some*c)n None of; 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachnrient(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PT0^92) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) 

2 U Notice of Dranspersor,-s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-I^ ' 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: » la^; 
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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country v.. 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent 
the United States. 



or m 
in 



The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined was 
not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). 
Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the 
AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being fully met byToriumi. 

This patent discloses the transmission and reception of music data comprising melody 
information. Background video data is also transmitted and reads on applicant's content 
information from the server or transmitter for imparting an additional value to the melody 
information. Claims 1-26 are met. Regarding claims 27-36, the music data comprising melody 
information reads on applicant's musical content information with the background video data 
reading on applicant's input parameter information. Applicant's arguments in the amendment 
filed June 6, 2002 point to the transmission of musical information based on musical parameters 
provided by the client or that the server converts musical content information by imparting an 
additional value which is not claimed. 
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3. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being fully met by Sone et al. 

This patent discloses the transmission and reception of a music pieces reading on 
applicant's transmitted melody information. Background image information is also transmitted 
and reads on applicant's content information from the server or transmitter for imparting an 
additional value to the melody information. Claims 1-26 are met. Regarding claims 27-36, the 
music piece reads on applicant's musical content information with the background image 
information reading on applicant's input parameter information. Apphcant's arguments in the 
amendment filed June 6, 2002 point to a server converting musical content information or creating 
and retransmitting musical content information based on musical parameter data which is not 
claimed. 

4. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being fiilly met by Song. 

This patent discloses the transmission and reception of melody information. 
Accompaniment and image control signals are transmitted and reads on applicant's content 
information from the server or transmitter for imparting an additional value to the melody 
information. Claims 1-26 are met. Regarding claims 27-36, the melody information reads on 
applicant's musical content information with the accompaniment and image control signals 
reading on applicant's input parameter information. Applicant's arguments in the amendment 
filed June 6, 2002 point to imparting additional values to musical content information via a server 
terminal or creating musical content information based on parameter information provided by a 
client terminal. Firstly, the Song server is providing the accompaniment and image control signals 



A 
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via the server to a client terminal. This is the additional value. Secondly, the claims do not call 
for creating musical content information based on a parameter information provided by a client 
terminal. 

5. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being fully met by Kurakake. 

This patent discloses the transmission and reception of melody information. The 
accompaniment is transmitted and reads on appUcant's content information from the server or 
transmitter for imparting an additional value to the melody information. Claims 1-26 are met. 
Regarding claims 27-36, the melody information reads on apphcant's musical content information 
with the accompaniment reading on applicant's input parameter information. Applicant's 
arguments in the amendment filed June 6, 2002 point to imparting additional values to musical 
content information via a server terminal or creating musical content information based on 
parameter information provided by a client terminal. Firstly, the Kurakake server is providing the 
accompaniment via the sever to a client terminal. This is the additional value. Secondly, the 
claims do not call for creating musical content information based on a parameter information 
provided by a client terminal. 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Stanley J. Witkowski at 
telephone number 308-3101. 



witkowski/ds 



final action. 



08/13/02 




